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From Our  
Worthy 
Grand 
Knight

Thank you for all that you 
have done.  We had a very 
productive February!  We 

had a Monster Jam, Prayer Vigil, 
IncrediBull Games, Family Social, 
1st Degree, Day of Reflection, 
Tootsie Roll Drive, Altar Server 
BBQ, Stations of the Cross and 5 
weeks of Bowling League.  

The IncrediBull Games brought 
out many Knights, Columbiettes 
and family members for a rewarding 
day of Special Olympics for the 
second year in row.  Thank you to 
Brother Bill Smith for leading our 
participation.  

Our Day of Reflection was likewise 
a great success.  We had 23 Knights 
spending the day with Father 
Emery, delving into our roles as 
Catholic fathers.  Every Knight 
contributed to the discussions and 
provided perspectives on Building 
up the Domestic Church.  

We also provided Father Emery 
with an Honorary Life Membership 
Card and an honorarium which 
was well received.  Thank you to 
Brothers Bruce Czaja and Bill 
Rupert for organizing the event and 

Grand Knight Con’t Next Page

Thank You For “Yes”

A Day of Reflection

Last month, the Knights of 
Columbus of Council 14084 
participated in our annual Day 
of Reflection at the beautiful 

Bethany Center in Lutz.  The highlight 
throughout the day was the chance to spend 
the day with Father Emery who joined his 
fellow Knights in much needed prayer and 
reflection.  

The day was patterned after a program 
developed by Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted of 
Phoenix and promoted by Supreme Knight 
Carl Anderson titled “Into the Breach: An 
Apostolic Exhortation to Catholic Men.”  

After some refreshments and an opening 
prayer, Peter Depa led a discussion based 
on the Bishop’s “Call to Battle.”  We 
discussed prayer as a way to “put on our 
armor” and how important it was to be 
speaking with Jesus throughout the day.  

Father Emery provided great insights and 

told us that we need to “die for ourselves” 
every day.

An hour for lunch was capped off when 
200 other retreat participants in the dining 
room joined the Knights in singing Happy 
Birthday to Cameron Czaja who was 
celebrating his 27th birthday.

PGK Julio 
Alvarez led the 
afternoon session 
with a discussion 
on the “Practices 
of a Committed 
Catholic Man” and 
noted that Bishop 
Olmsted stated 
that all sins come 
from three temptations: temptations of the 
flesh; possessiveness; and pride.  

And what is the “armor” we can use to 
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to Brothers Peter Depa and Julio 
Alvarez for leading discussions.  
Again, this month the members of 
our Council have provided time, 
treasure, and talent to accomplish all 
of these activities.  

Knight of the Month
One of our Brothers was a focal 

point at the IncrediBull Games.  He 
provided a lot of help to participants, 
and he also knew many of them.  He 
provided a lot of enthusiasm and 
positive attitude that helped everyone 
do their best.  He also has been a star 
performer at Council events when it 
comes time to clean up and put things 
away.  He always works hard at clean 
up.  We are proud to award Brother 
Patrick Smith the March Knight of 
the Month.

Family of the Month
Brother Anthony Basilicato has 

been a hard worker in our Council 
over the years.  This year he has 
been able to spend more time with 
us, and we have been seeing him and 
his family pitching in.  Notably, he 
had his children out on the Roadside 
Cleanup, setting a good example of 
keeping our suburban environment 
clean.  We are proud to award the 
Basilicato Family the March Family 
of the Month.

Last month we sent the February 
Family of the Month and a letter 
to Brother Joe Rynne.  He called 
me after receiving it, and was very 
appreciative that so many Brothers 
had signed the letter.  Joe says that 
he is doing better and appreciates our 
support.

This past month, we had four 
new members join the Council.  
Congratulations to new Brothers 
Ryan Ayers, Deacon Ed Dodenhoff, 
Alex Menendez, and Aaron 
Trkovsky. We have a few candidates 
still on deck that we need to get into a 
First Degree.  We have been working 
to increase our exposure to the parish.  
Our full page add should be in the 
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Facing Family Difficulties

All families face difficulties. 
At such critical moments, 
it is important to learn how 
to suffer well and to suffer 

together with Christ. Suffering, if given to 
the Lord, can bring families closer together 
and strengthen their love.

Meditation
From Pope John Paul II’s Familiaris 

Consortio:
There is no family that does not know 

how selfishness, 
discord, tension and 
conflict violently 
attack and at times 
mortally wound its 
own communion: 
hence there arise 
the many and varied 
forms of division in 
family life. 

But, at the same 
time, every family 
is called by the God of peace to have 
the joyous and renewing experience of 
“reconciliation,” that is, communion 
reestablished, unity restored. 

In particular, participation in the 
sacrament of reconciliation and in the 
banquet of the one Body of Christ offers 
to the Christian family the grace and the 
responsibility of overcoming every division 
and of moving towards the fullness of 
communion willed by God, responding in 
this way to the ardent desire of the Lord: 
“that they may be one.”

1. What are our family’s struggles? 
How might we work together as a family 
to heal these areas of hurt or confusion, 
without fleeing from challenges, shutting 
anyone out or giving in to despair?

2. What difference does it make to 
view suffering in light of the cross of Christ? 
How does this perspective transform the 
way we approach suffering together as a 
family?

3. How can we as a family better rely 
on God’s strength in times of difficulty? In 
what ways can we allow Christ’s love to 
make our suffering fruitful and deepen our 
love?

Scripture Reading - Psalm 34:5-11
A prayer for those who suffer to trust in 

the Lord:
I sought the LORD, and he answered me,
   delivered me from all my fears.
Look to him and be radiant,
   and your faces may not blush for shame.
This poor one cried out and the LORD 
heard,
   and from all his distress he saved him.

The angel of the 
LORD encamps
   around those who 
fear him, and he 
saves them.
Taste and see that the 
LORD is good;
   blessed is the 
stalwart one who 
takes refuge in him.

Fear the LORD, you his holy ones;
   nothing is lacking to those who fear him.
The rich grow poor and go hungry,
   but those who seek the LORD lack no 
good thing.

Family Project
Ask each family member to think about 

one difficulty in the family and to pray for 
it every day. At the end of the month, share 
your prayer intentions and experiences.
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As Knights, we strive to follow 
the principles of our order 
in everything we do - for 
familes; for the Church; for 

the community. This is what makes us 
Knights. This is how we make a difference.

Each quarter, the roadside cleanup effort 
exemplifies this mission, gathering a group 
of dedicated Knights and their families to 
make our environment a better place.

Council 14084 would like to thank the 
following brothers and their families for 

their participation in the latest Adopt A 
Road Clean Up held on March 4th: 

Jerry Coffee, Mark Lovejoy, Jim 
Pryor, Bruce Czaja, Rick Armstrong,  
and the Anthony Basilicato family-
Anthony, Cindy, Benjamin and Matthew.  
You all exemplify the 4 principles of our 
Order: Fraternity-A group of people 
sharing common interests.  Unity-Strength 
in numbers, banning together to get the 
task done quicker.  Charity-Giving your 
time for this worthy project. Patriotism-
Helping your municipality to keep its 
streets and area clean.  

The next Adopt A Road Clean-Up 
is scheduled for June 3rd.  Please plan 
on joining your brothers in helping 
your Council make a difference in our 
community.

Principles at Work in the Community
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A Lenten Reflection 
Some thoughts from Saint Mother 
Theresa of Calcutta.....

If you are kind, people may accuse 
you of selfish, ulterior motives: Be 
kind anyway.
If you are successful you will win 
some false friends and true enemies: 
Succeed anyway. 
If you are honest and frank people will 
try to cheat you: Be honest anyway. 
What you spend years building, 
someone could destroy overnight: 
Build anyway.
If you find serenity and happiness, 
they may be jealous of you: Be happy 
anyway.
The good you do today, will often 
be forgotten by tomorrow: Do good 
anyway.
Give the world the best you have, and 
it may never be enough: Give your 
best anyway.

parish bulletin soon.  This weekend and 
the next are great opportunities to “Ask 
One Catholic Gentleman” about joining 
the Knights.  

We had four Knights recruit new 
members for the 1st Degree.  Brothers 
Jeff Stephanz, Ed Sleyzak, Anthony 
Basilicato, and Milt Ambrose received 
$25 gift cards for their recruiting efforts.  

Part of our success is coming from us 
being visible to the parish, and the greater 
part is from our members asking men they 
meet to join us.   As you go to Mass and 
attend church activities, please remember 
to “Ask One Catholic Gentleman” if he 
would like to join the Knights.  

Remember to emphasize how we 
support the Church at large as well as 
our local community.  We accept time, 
treasure, and talent as means to support 
the Council and Order.

We received a Past Grand Knight 
miniature jewel from Supreme Council 
which we presented to Past Grand Knight 
Mark Lovejoy.

This coming month we have our  
Pro-Life Prayer Vigil, Bowling League, 
2nd Degree, our first off-site Tootsie 

Roll Drive, and I know many Knights 
are helping with the Men’s Club Fish 
Fry on Fridays. In April we have the 
Mustang Miler coming up and the Clergy 
Appreciation Dinner.  Our directors will 
give you all the details on these events.  

Brothers, thank you all for saying “yes” 
and helping the Council achieve its goals 
of Charity, Unity and Fraternity.  Please 
remember to ask the men you meet about 
becoming a Knight of Columbus.  Let us 
evangelize and build our parish, order, 
and community through our actions.

Vivat Jesus!  
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Basketball Free Throw Contest Winners

The great basketball coach John 
Wooden once said, “The best 
competition I have is against 
myself to become better.” 

Over the course of the past two months 
St. Stephens Catholic School has been 
well represented by young athletes trying 
to become better through the Knights of 
Columbus Free Throw Challenge. 

Since 1972, councils 
have sponsored the 
Knights of Columbus 
International Free 
Throw Championship 
for boys and girls 
between the ages 
of 9 and 14. The 
championship is set up 
to have the contestants 
compete within their 
own gender and age 
group. All competition 
starts at the local level. 
Winners move on to 
the district, regional, 
and state or provincial 
levels.

The St. Stephen Knights of Columbus 
Council 14084 has diligently participated 
in sponsoring our Parish competition to 
allow students from our St. Stephen Parish 
and school an opportunity to compete in 

this wonderful Knights event. Statewide 
shooters test their skills and mental 
fortitude to advance through several 
rounds to a state championship held by 
our Florida Council each year. 

This year, as in years past, our St. Stephen 
athletes have risen to the challenge! Four 
shooters advanced from our District 

competition at Nativity and participated 
in the Regional competition held at St. 
Timothy Catholic Church in Lutz. Tabitha 
Vega, Noelle Herrera, Brianna Spencer, 
and Austin Wiles represented our Council 

well with great skill and character. It is 
not an easy competition as each contestant 
must shoot 25 free throws in hopes to 
make more than their fellow competitors. 
It takes not only skill but also one’s ability 
to focus and overcome nerves. All four 
shined, placing in the top three for their 
age group, and made our council and  
St. Stephen School proud of their efforts!

Austin Wiles was fortunate enough 
to move on to the state competition by 
winning his regional 10 year old age 
group. 

The state competition was held March 
4th in Clermont, FL at East Ridge High 
School.  It is always a well-run event 
by our State Council Representatives.  
Shooters from around the entire state 
of Florida, from Miami to Pensacola, 
gathered to compete. 

Austin competed against five other 
boys for the ten year old championship. 
It was a tough competition, but Austin 
was able to come out on top and bring 
home his second consecutive first place 
State Free Throw championship for our  
St. Stephen Knights Council and his  
St. Stephen Catholic School! 

What an amazing 
opportunity for our youth 
that our Council 14084 
provides each year! While 
the trophies and metals are 
great, it is the relationships 
and experience of meeting 
new competitors across the 
state that is truly a gift our 
council provides. 

Without the hard work and 
support of the St. Stephen 
Knights of Columbus 
Council, this would never be 
a possibility for our athletes. 

All the parents and 
athletes thank them for their 

continued support of such wonderful 
Knight sponsored activities such as this. 
We are truly blessed by this amazing 
Christ driven fraternal order in our  
Parish!
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Our Order’s steadfast defense 
and promotion of a Culture 
of Life is grounded on 

our ultimate assurance that in the 
natural law written in the heart of 
every person is the recognition that 
human life is sacred from its very 
beginning to its end. In the depths of 
our consciousness, human intellect 
knows that the very source of its 
existence—i.e. human life—ought to 
be protected and celebrated. In that 
regard, the message of the Knights 
of Columbus extends far beyond our 
Order and our religious creed; it is a 
universal message that every person 
of good will can come to affirm.

“Human life is sacred and 
inviolable at every moment of 
existence, including the initial phase 
which precedes birth. All human 
beings, from their mother’s womb, 
belong to God who searches them 
and knows them, who forms them 
and knits them together with his 
own hands, who gazes on them when 
they are tiny shapeless embryos and 
already sees in them the adults of 
tomorrow whose days are numbered 
and whose vocation is even now 
written in the ‘book of life.’ There too, 
when they are still in their mothers’ 
womb—as many passages of the Bible 
bear witness—they are the personal 
objects of God’s loving and fatherly 
providence.” (Evangelium Vitae, 61)

St. John Paul II famously noted that 
if human life itself is not respected, 
then respect for all other rights—
for example, the right to health, to 
marriage, to culture, to religion—is 
“false and illusory.” Human rights of 
every kind are “incomprehensible” 
without the right to life. Our Order, 
therefore, joins the universal Church in 
acknowledging the dignity of human 
life and in its efforts to achieve legal 
and constitutional protection for every 
human person at the international, 
national, state, and local levels.

Our presence matters, and 
can save a life. Recently, a 
large group from Tampa and  
St. Petersburg lined both sides 

of 56th Street in front of the abortion mill, 
holding pro-life posters and banners as they 
prayed the Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet 
and sang Marian hymns.

Columbiettes Rita Joyce and Jan 
Goldonowicz spoke with Bishop Parkes 
after his dynamic comments in support 
of defunding Planned Parenthood.  The 
Bishop also lead the crowd in a special 
decade of the Rosary.  Other St. Stephen 
pro-lifers present were Jeanne Lewis, 
Nancy and Deacon Matt Shirina, Tammy 
Earl, her husband and their 3 younger 
daughters. 

Saving One Life at a Time

Council Programs Spotlight
Family Program

As fathers and 
husbands, serving 
our families is not 

only part of what we do, 
it’s who we are.  Knights 
of Columbus councils offer 
programs that strengthen 
family and marital bonds 
by holding family focused 
events, including the 
“Family of the Month” 
program that honors 
outstanding families.  

Most importantly, as Knights, we are  
able to provide assistance and support 
to Knights and their families whenever 
needed. We also have quarterly Family 
Socials which is a time that we can get 
together with our Families in a casual 
atmosphere. 

Members of the Knights families 
are encouraged to participate in all our 
functions. They are, however, not permitted 
to attend our Business Meetings and Degree 
Exemplifications. 

Right to Life Program

As Catholic gentlemen, Knights 
of Columbus strongly support  
Pro-Life and Right to Life 

Programs. We support the quality of life 
from conception to natural death.  

We also participate by helping to organize 
peaceful prayer vigils at Women’s Health 
Clinics, placing small white crosses on the 
lawn of our parish, representing the number 
of lives lost to abortion locally each year and 
carrying the pro-life message to youth. 
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St. Stephen  
Council Officers

Fraternal Year 2015-2016

Chaplain   
Father Bob Schneider

Grand Knight   
John Berrie

Deputy Grand Knight 
Bruce Czaja 

Chancellor   
Mike Grogan

Warden 
Rich Sarnowski

Advocate   
Mike Formato

Lecturer

Frank Wuco

Recorder   
John Columbia

Financial Secretary   
Alex Czopek

Treasure   
John Langhman

Trustees   
Ed Sleyzak, Steve Haines,  

Mark Lovejoy 

District Deputy  
Patrick Roach

Field Agent  
Joe DiSalvo

Guards   
Bob Haley 
Randy Lee

resist these temptations?  Seven practices 
can serve as that armor: daily prayer; 
examining your conscience before bed; 
Mass; reading the bible (Father Emery 
really encouraged reading the source of 
our faith and not just articles and books); 
keeping the Sabbath (i.e. resting on 
Sunday); Confession; and Fraternity.

The day ended with every participant 
receiving a small crucifix blessed by Father 

Emery, and all Knights were encouraged to 
discipleship and urged to lead our families 
and community through evangelization.

Reflection Con’t From Page 1

Knights of Columbus Council 
14084’s Retention Committee 
met on March 5, and the 
committee identified two 

primary goals for the Council: one, retain 
members and two, energize the Council’s 
membership. 

While it might seem obvious that the 
Retention Committee would have as a goal 
to “retain” members, it should be noted that 
one of the stated functions of the committee 
is to go through the process of dropping 
members who are in arrears of their dues. 
The Retention Committee unanimously 
believe that the primary purpose should be to 
ensure Knights are enthusiastic and active in 
our counsel and advance to higher degrees. 

The Committee’s next action will be 
to segment the council’s membership 
according to levels of participation and 
prioritize an action plan for communicating 
with the various members of the council. 

First, we want to concentrate on those 
Knights who have joined the Council in the 
past two years.  We want those Knights to 
feel like the Council and the membership are 
meeting their expectations. Their reason for 
joining the Knights are the same as everyone 
– we all want to be part of a prestigious 
Catholic organization that serves our parish 

and our community. 
Another segment of our Council that was 

identified as needing attention is the group of 
Knights who were formerly active but have 
let their dues fall into arrears and have not 
been participating in Council activities. We 
will want to find out why they are less active, 
and if they had any suggestions to make the 
Council better and serve their needs. 

Different messages and ways to 
communicate to the different segments of 
our Council are needed to effectively reach 
to our membership. A great number of 
Knights pay their dues, but do not participate 
in business meetings, family socials, and 
other events. 

So, hopefully the efforts of the Retention 
Committee and Knights reaching out to 
the various members of our Council will 
energize more Knights to be more active in 
our Council. 

 All Knights are invited to join the 
Retention Committee at their next meeting 
on April 5 at 6:30 pm.  Your ideas to help 
retain and recruit new members will make 
a difference.  Also, attendance at planning 
meetings on the last Wednesday of the 
month is a great opportunity to shape the 
future of our Council.

Council Retention Committee
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St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director 

Gerald Coffey
membership@kofc14084.org  

Program Director 

Bruce Czaja
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 

Church Committee 
Bill Ruppert

church@kofc14084.org  

Community Committee 

Rick Armstrong  
community@kofc14084.org  

Council Committee 

Ed Veronick
council@kofc14084.org

Family Committee 

Rich Gnatowsky
family@kofc14084.org  

Youth Committee 
Cameron Czaja 

youth@kofc14084.org 

Squires 

Bob Haley  
Ed Veronick  

squires@kofc14084.org

Right to Life 

Guillermo Bambach 
RightToLife@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising 
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 

Degree Team Leader 

Rick Hughes 
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications 

Ed Sleyzak
Scott Huetteman

communications@kofc14084.org

TCTL Parking Crew Update

By now, all should be 
aware that the Council 
has been asked to provide 
the parking crew for the 8 

shows of The Cross and the Light.
Arrival time is 45 minutes prior to 

show time, and we should be done 
15 to 20 minutes after the show lets 
out.  So you will be contributing 2 
and a half hours.  You cannot attend 
the show while you are working.  A 
break room has been set aside for us, 
so there will be time for rest.

Currently, there are the following 
volunteers for each of the listed shows:

Thursday 10:00 AM = 10  
Thursday 7:00 PM = 8
Friday 10:00 AM = 9   
Friday 7:00 PM = 5
Saturday 2:00 PM = 3   
Saturday 7:00 PM = 2
Sunday 2:00 PM = 4    
Sunday 7:00 PM = 2

The need is for a minimum of 8 people at 
each show, in order to handle all of the tasks 
assigned to us.  Of course, extra people will 
make all of our jobs that much easier.

If you are in a position to volunteer at 
one, or more, shows, please send me an 
e-mail, and indicate where you can work.

For the April business meeting, and 
newsletter, Tim Donahue will have a 
compiled list, by names, so as to remind 
everyone of what is happening. For more 
information or to sign up now, contact Tim 
at: DonahueT@verizon.net

Thank You For a Stellar Season

MY HEARTFELT THANKS for joining together to put a great finishing 
touch on a stellar fundraising season. YOU each helped contribute 
to efforts that WILL Make a Difference!  May God Bless you all!!!    

Respectfully,  PGK Julio Alvarez
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Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
Fr. Bob Schneider  

Faithful Navigator 

S/K John Montaldo

Faithful Captain 
S/K Patrick Roach  

Admiral 
S/K John Cirello

Faithful Pilot 
S/K Steve Haines  

Faithful Comptroller 

S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe 
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Faithful Purser 
S/K Peter Card 

 Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Mike Formato

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Rick Hughes

Trustee - 3 Year 
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr.

Faithful Inner Sentinel 
S/K Mark Lovejoy

Faithful Outer Sentinel 
S/K David A Morone

S/K William F Klosterman

Color Corps Commander
Shawn Ryan

The VAVS food bank on 46th and 
Fowler Ave. is in great need of 
food donations. When donations 
were recently delivered, we 

noticed that they had nothing on the 
shelves.  This was brought up at assembly 
and counsel meetings, and every Sir Knight 
was asked to bring at least two cans of food 
or more to each meeting to help make a 
difference. If we do this for the year we can 
use this  for the Patriotic Program at the end 
of the year.

Please remember to bring your items to 
our monthly Council or Assembly Business 
Meeting. If you can’t and want to still make 
a donation, please get in touch with Rich 

Sarnowski at RASarno17@aol.com and 
he will make arrangements to get them 
from you. We need to support our Vets and 
not let them down. 

Our Assembly VAVS team 
delivered over $450 worth of 
food, books, magazines and a 
CD stereo system to the James 

A. Haley Hospital VAVS support team on 
Thursday, March 2, 2017. 

Special thanks to our Council 14084 
Squires who provided $250.00 worth 
of food from the proceeds of their 2016 
Christmas card sales. Their efforts, 
under the direction of S/K Ed Veronick 
and brother Bob Haley, continue to 
demonstrate how the Squires contribute to 
our parish, our local community and our 
forgotten heroes. 

Thanks to all 
who continue 
to support our 
homeless, disabled 
and nursing home 
veterans. Please 
contact S/K Rich 
Sarnowski or 
S/K Jerry Coffey 
if you would 
like additional 
information on 
VAVS support. 

Squires to the Rescue

VAVS Food Bank Donations

Did you know that we have a 
Facebook page?  We would like 
to hear your comments about the 

posts that are downloaded. Please feel free  
to comment or hit the LIKE button and  
let us know.

When was the last time you visited our 
Website www.kofc14084.org? This is 
constantly being updated with different 
things and is a good source of information. 
We would like to hear from you on this as well. Every item that is downloaded on the 
webpage gives you an opportunity to comment and let us know what you think about. 
Please take the time and visit our website. Again it is www.kofc14084.org

http://www.kofc14084.org
http://www.kofc14084.org


Carl Belanger
Mark Beyers
Scott Carter
Frank Hannington
Scott Huetteman
Richard Hughes
Robert Kines
Christopher Klein
John Kulesa
John Laughman
Christopher Lewis
Christopher Linder
Bryan Maikowski
Louis Maloni
James Mayberrie
Jerry Mohr
Conal Murphy
Blase Nicosia
Felix Perez
Stephen Powell
Kenneth Powers
Keith Remson
Allen Rios
Samuel Ross
Christopher Ross
Jonathan Smith
James Smyth
Jeffrey Stephanz
Brian. Swetnam
Edward Veronick

 March Birthdays
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Ryan Ayres lives in FishHawk and has 
been a member of St. Stephen for 3 and a 
half years. He became Catholic 12 years ago 
at St. Paul Catholic church in Carrollwood. 
He has been married for 11 years and is the 
father of 2 children. His wife is a cradle 
Catholic and has encouraged him to get 
involved with the Church.

Ryan has been a member of different 
service organizations through his work but 
felt that he needed something more tied in 
with his faith. When he was asked to join 
the Knights of Columbus he thought that 
it was a perfect fit. Since the Knights share 
his core values, he feels his membership 
will help him to lead by example for his 
family and give back to the community.        

Aaron Trkovsky has been married for 
10 years and is a father of three boys.  He 
was raised Catholic and has been an active 
member of St. Stephen for 9 years. 

Aaron’s grandfather was a former 
Knight, and this helped in his decision to 
join the Knights of Columbus. He feels 
this is a great way to support the greater 
Catholic community and also to enrich his 
family with the values of the Knights of 
Columbus. 

Alex Menendez was born and raised a 
cradle Catholic in Tampa. A high school 
classmate, Anthony Basilicato, asked him 
to join the council. Alex thought joining 
the Knights would be a great way to get 
involved in a men’s group in the Church, 
and follow his passion for giving back to 
the community. 

Alex believes in charity and feels an 
affinity for helping those in need, like 
taking time out on a Saturday to help make 
a difference.

Ed Dodenhoff is a Deacon at  
St. Stephen Catholic Church. After 
prayerful consideration, Ed felt that being 
a member of the Knights was a logical next 
step in his faith journey. Ed is truly humbled 
to be part of an order that exemplifies itself 
as Christ to others through their principles.

Ed became a Deacon through prayer of 
the Rosary, being touched by Our Lady 
who instilled in his heart that there needed 
to be more to the gift of Holy Orders, where 
he could do more for His Church.

The Knights are more than just a lay 
organization to Ed; they are a way for 
Catholic men to work together to build the 
Kingdom of God. 

First degree Knights (L to R) WGK John Berrie, Ryan Ayres, Aaron Trkovsky, Alex 
Menendez, Ed Dodenhoff

Knights In The First Degree

Altar Server BBQ
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March 18 Second Degree, St. Stephen School
March 25 Third Degree, Pinellas Park, FL
April 3-5 Lenten Mission
April 8 Respect Life Prayer Visit
April 15 First Degree, St. Stephen School
April 21 Family Social, Clergy Appreciation - FLC
May 7 Ladies Appreciation Dinner
May 17-20 The Cross and the Light
May 20 Second Degree, St. Stephen School

Please check your Council calendar for more details regarding these events.

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a publication 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Knights of Columbus Council 
14084.

For more information or to 
offer a contribution, visit our 
website at: www.KofC14084.org

Prayer for the  
Canonization of

Father Michael J.  
McGivney

God, our Father, protector 
of the poor and defender 
of the widow and 

orphan, you called your priest, 
Father Michael J. McGivney, 
to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young 
to the generous service of their 
neighbor. 

Through the example of his life 
and virtue may we follow your 
Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling his commandment of 
charity and building up his Body 
which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your 
servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that 
we may continue his work of 
caring for the needy and the 
outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on 
earth according to the design of 
your holy will.

Through his intercession, 
grant the favor I now present 
(here make your request).

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Knight of the Month
 Patrick Smith

Family of the Month
Anthony Basilicato Family

An IncrediBull Day


